














Nums. XXXF 


The Prompter. 





To be Continued Turspays and FRIDAYS. 








Lovers 


fhould their Paffon Cuoak, 
That tho They BURN, they make not SMOKE. 


Hud. 





TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25. 1735. 





em WAS in hopes I fhould have 
gee, had no Occation to have added 
> any thing to what I had already 
mg wrote concerning VIRTUE and 
REPUTATION, and that my An- 
fwer to M. B’s Letter, would 
have been fufficient to have 
clear’d up any remaining Diffi- 
culty on that Head ; but I find I was miftaken, 
and the following Letter from a Gentleman who 
figns himfelf MEANWELL, obliges me to refume 
the Subject. 


To the Author of the Prompter. 


SiR, 
« [ AM a Man who having little to do, go 
« © about to improve myfelf where I can, and 
< amufe myfelf as I can, and am often difappointed 
“ in boch. When I find myfelf tired of the Coffee- 
“ houfe Converfation, I refort to the Papers taken 
« in for the Entertainment of the Company. 

«< [T OBSERVE, Mr. Prompter, that a Paper ap- 
< pears twice a Week under your Name, which 
< fhews that a Genius is {prung up among us, de- 
< termined to prove of more Service to the World 
“ than Plato, Socrates, Fenelon, Tillotfon, Atter- 
« bury, or any Writer ancient or modern: [ am 
<¢ glad they have fuch an Afliftant to improve 
“ upon their Labours, and heartily wifh him Suc- 
“ cefs in his well-meant, laudable Undertaking. 

<¢ Some of your late Papers relate to two re- 
“ markable Characters drawn by way of Contraft 
“< to each other, under the Names of Pradentia 
< and Leonora. A warm Partiality appears to be 
“ exprefs'd for the former, while the poor Leoxora 
<< feems to be treated with an uncommon Degree 
“of Prejudice. Now having little to do, as [ 
“ faid, I took it into my Head to undertake, as 
“ well as I could, the Defence of the Lady, whofe 
“ Rival had the Advantage to have Mr. Prompter 
“ for her Knight-Errant. 

“< IT aM fenfible how unequal I had been to con- 
“tend with fo powerful an Adverfary, and was 
“ therefore pleafed to find myfelf prevented by a 
<< much abler Pen, which, in a Letrer inferted in 
“ your Paper of the 7th Inftant, hath with fo much 
“ Candour and Judgment defended the attacked 
“¢ Leonora, that I propofe entirely to wave the 
“ Task; but defire, for my own Information, to 
“ ask a Queftion or two, which you may anfwer 
“ when your Leifure and Inclination permit. 

“ Pray, Mr. Prompter, what is your Definition 
“ of being within the Pale of Female Enjoy- 
“ ments ? [f you mean thereby the perpetual fre- 
*< guenting all publick Afiemblies, fuch as Mafque- 
“ rades, Aol Balls, or Plays, or the forming 
“ more particular Parties of ten or a Dozen Per- 
“ fons, to pafs every Evening, and moft Part of 
* every Night, at Quadrille, or in chatting or jun- 
“ ketting, or fome other fuch ufeful Amufement ; 
“ T fay, if thefe are the Female Enjoyments you 
“© fpeak of, pray what attacked, not worth-attack- 
“* ing, or even abandon’d Repuration, is excluded the 
“ Pale of them ? Then, Sir, if we admit that the 
“ taking a full Swing of fuch Enjoyments is not a 
“* Mark of an unpreferv’d Reputation, or any Want 





“ of nice Regard to it, may it not with equal Ju- 
“¢ {tice be granted, that the chufing to pafs one’s 
* Time in lefs Noife, (which is often mifcalled an 
“ unfociable Temper) and the contracting one’s 
‘© Intimacies within the Circle of a few worthy 
“ Perfons of both Sexes, and a judicious Diftin- 
<¢ ction of the Merit of fome beyond others, can- 
“ not be properly called making dangerous Inti- 
“¢ macies, or a Mark of undue Care of fuch a 
“ Reputation as ought to refult only from a Con- 
“ duct, whether publick or private, which thofe 
<< who are proper Judges of both will approve, and 
“ which nothing but inveterate or mercenary Ma- 
“¢ lice would attempt to mifreprefent? . 

“ INDEED, Mr. Prompter, excufe, my Remark, 
for *tis a well-meant one, you handle the Sub- 
“< ject of Reputation as fome miftaken Divines do 
“¢ that of Heaven, who often frighten People into 
“ Defpair, inftead of moving them b rational 
‘* Hopes to endeavour the attaining it ; for I muft 
“¢ be allowed to fay, that if all I know of Leonora’s 
“ Conduct won’r fix fuch a Character as is not to 
* be effentially {truck at, I apprehehd few for the 
“¢ future will be much encouraged to hope for fuc- 
*¢ ceeding better, and confequently give themfelves 
“ the lefs Trouble, if lefs can be the Cafe than 
«¢ feems to be the Mode in too many Places, tho’ 
“ only Leonora is fingled out to be brought upon 
“ the Stage. 

“© PERMIT me again to ask you, Mr. Prompter, 
as the heroic Prudentia has not, we prefume, 
““ made you her Confident, as to the great Satis- 
“ faction and Happinefs fhe efteems it would be 
“¢ to be join’d in fuch a peculiar Union with Leon- 
“¢ tius, as you fay the Law forbids, Why would 
cc 7 not be fo good to her, as to leave it to your 
“< Readers to interpret her Thoughts, inftead of 
“© doing it for them ? 

“ As to Leoxora’s Thoughts, my Comment 
“* upon them is, that fhe fees no Reafon to be de- 
“ bar’d the Advantage and Satisfaction of con- 
*¢ verfing fometimes with a valuable Perfon, be- 
“¢ caufe a Sett of unvaluable ones, very improperly, 
“ at leaft, intermeddle in a Matter ‘hich is no 
“¢ way their Bufinefs ; and there muft be better 
“ Reafons, if Leoxora has common Judgment, 
“ than any yet offered her, if fhe alters her Con- 
“¢ duct towards Torrifmond ; and whether fhe has a 
“ Paffion for him that fhould be overcome, of 
“ only a well-founded Regard that needs no over- 
““ coming, *tis only her Bufinefs, not the World’s, 
“¢ (I mean the foolifh Part of it, for the Wife will 
“ not concern themfelves in the Matter) to act a 
« Part becoming herfelf, and which thofe who 
*¢ know her, and are proper Judges, will efteem to 
“¢ be right. 

“If Mr. Prompter will take the Trouble of giv- 
“< ing fome Anfwer to thefe Queries, in one or 
“¢ other of his future Lucubrations, his doing fo will 
“ oblige 


His unknown bumble Servant; 


Feb 12, 1734. MEANWELL- 
WHEN I firft took this Matter into Con- 
fideration, I had no particular Perfon diretly in 
my 
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my Eye; but reflecting within my own MIN, 
what Manner the Fair Sex ufually behaves in fuch 
Cafes, I found they wanted prompting very much, 


and thought [ could not enter into the Execution 
of my Office, more ufefully or more preperiy on 
concerns 


any Branch of it, than on that whic 
their Happinefs and Welfare fo much. — Hence 
arofe the Characters of Leomora and Prudentia, 
the one fhewing what they generally BECOME, the 
other prefenting a fair Model for their Imitation. 

Since which fome particular Lady, from a tan- 
cy'd Refemblance, having thought herfelf DESIGNED, 
and, ‘as ic were, SKETCHED OUT, in QLeowora, the 
Character was jnftifieds and commended in a Letter 
figned M7. B. in Oppofition to that of Prudentia, 
who is treated one while as FABULQUs; and another, 
when allowed to be REAL, is mifcalled a PRUDE. 

Tuss was reply’d to, and confidered more at 
large than it deferved, in my Paper N®. 27. in 
which the two Characters were once again examin’d, 
and rry’p by the Standard of Female Behaviour, 
as ft concérns the Publick, viz. A Lady’s fuiting 
her Condult to {uch general Rules as the World bas 
thought fit to lay down. — A Poftulatum not at all 
imreafonable. “RE, then, and HERE only, Leo- 
nora and Prudénutia wete feen to differ ; the one 
thinking it right to fubfcribe to this Rule, and make 
itthe Méeafwre of her Behaviour ; the other, on the 
contrary, nor being willing to conform to it, when 
it rends to exact any thing from her, that robs her 
ote Moment of Torrifimond’s Company. 

Mr. Meanwell now brings up a Corps de referve, 
to fight Leozora’s Battle, and begins by paying a 
Compliment to the Prompter.;. which, if ferioutly 
intended, he ag ; and if otherwife, is not 

ded at. Pe then declares himfeif fo far an 
dvocate fot Leonora, that he had once fome 
Thought of undertaking her Defence, in which he 
was prevented by a much abler Pen, and therefore 
tvaves it; but neverthelefs, defires an Anfwer to two 
or three ‘Qaerics. 
~ 'Berore I comply with this Gentleman’s Requett, 
{ muft juft obferve, that the Debate as it originally 


ftands, is) Which’ is the nobler Character, that of 


Leonora, or Prudentia? viz. “ The Character of a 
é Woman that not only preferves her Virtue, but 
« jikewife behaves fo, that the World’ can neither 
“ accufe her of Indifcretion, or Weaknefs ,” or that 
of the other, “* who preferves her Virtue unfpotted, 
te hut defpifing all Cenfures but fuch as affect her 
« Virtue, thinks the Esteem of the World is not 
« worth acquiring, by conforming to any Rule 
« ‘that interferes with the INNOcENT Happinefs fhe 
¢ taftes in indulging the frequent Vifits of Torri/- 


mond, and allowing an Intercourse, difapproved of 


«© by general Practice. 

Iw order to obviate the Abfurdity of declaring 
the Preference on Leonora’s Side, it has been art- 
fully urged, thar Reputation being but a Confequence 
of VirTUE, and, like #t, independent of the World, 
could never bée Lost, whilft THAT was sECURE, 
arid that therefore’ very little Regard was to be had 
either to the Tittle-tattle, or graver Malice of the 
World. To this ir was anfwered, That Reputation 
aas the publick Acknowledgement of Virtue in every 
Lady paid her by the World, in Return for a Beha- 
viour fuitable to certain prefcribed Rules, without 
which publick Acknowledgement (tho virtuous) the 
was excluded the Pale of Female Enjoyments ; and 
that every Lady, for her own Sake, was obliged to 


acquire this Acknowledgement by a Conformity of 


Behaviour. 

Ir was then urged that Leonora did nothing to 
forfeit the Waorld’s good Opinion, and that nothing 
could be laid to her Charge but the fecing Torri/- 
jrond, which would never be condemned by People 
of Senfe, that knew the Sincerity of her Heart. 

NorHING more was indeed laid to her Charge, 
than the feeing ‘Torrifmond imPROPERLY and too 
FREQUENTLY. — Nothing more need be laid to 
any ‘Lady’s Charge, to make the World very MERRY 


to caft a Damp over the happieft Moments Legzoyg 
might enjoy in her prefer Situation. 
‘Tho’ | have very little Hopes of Succefs, [ can’: 


“help giving her my Sentiments, how a Lady in the 


Circumftance of being courted. by a Gentleman 
fhe loves, thould charadferize her Behaviour. 

A Confcioufnef$S that fhe is to be united in the 
clofeft Intimacy, and on the nobleft Bafis, with a 
Man whom fhe already looks upon, as the Source 
of all her future Happinefs, naturally fills ber Mind 
with the tendereft Sentiments. — But then the 
MopeEstyY, that becomes fo well a VirGin-In- 
CLINATION, Ought to go Step by Step along with 
it, and be a Check to GRow1NG SorrNEss, to 
which it is not yet Time to give full. Latitude. ~ 
Thus if her Eye thould be inclined too paffionazely 
to run over her Lover’s Form, or Tongue too la- 
vifbly commend, — her Modefty thould reftrain 
each, —— fhe fhould neither fuffer her OpsERVING 
to be OBSERVED, nor her TALKING, TALKED of : 
She fhould not even let her very Lover know all 
her Tendernefs for him : — Her Delicacy ought to 
be as ftrong as her Paffion : —”Tis Hg fhould. p1s- 
COVER, and not SHE; her Paffox for him.— Some- 
thing like this is obfervable in the Condué& of 
young Wives, who for fome time forbear in pub- 
lick to leok- too tenderly at their very Husbands, 
having yet fo much of that Vircin-Mopesty re- 
maining, that they delicately bluth at lawful Paffion 
being difcovered in their Words or Looks. If a 
Delicacy, like this, ought to be a Charaéer in Vir- 
gin Inclination, how extremely coarfe mutt that 
Lady's Sentiments be, that noLpLy publithes a 
Paffion to the World, that ought almoft to be 2 
Secret to herfelf, — or at leat siLENTLY tho’ 
WARMLY fe/t ; that makes no Scruple of letting 
any body into the Secrets of her Heart, and is not 
adhamed to fuffer Love to be read, by the moft 
indifferent Spectator, in every Word, Look or Action, 
for a Man, whom as yet fhe ought uNAvowiNc- 
Ly to ove, and DELIcATELY and diffantly encon« 
rage. 

IN Anfwer to Mr. Meanwell’s Queries; by the 
Pale of Female Enjoyments, is only meant, the Pri- 
-vilege of entering into Female Societies without 
being reflected on. He may reduce thefe Societies 
only to the ridiculous Method of paffing Time 
away, as he defcribes it, if he pleafes ; but it equally 
comprehends, Intimacies within the Circle of fea» 
worthy Perfaus of both Sexes; and the Lof of Re 
putation debars a Lady more from tho/e, than the 
others he mentions. 

Ir was never faid that Pradeztia efteemed it a 
Happine/s to be joined in any peculiar Union with 
Torrifmond, which the Law forbids; {o that the 
Reaion and Intent of the pretezded Quotation, is 
beyond the Prompter’s Underftanding. : 

Mr. Meanwell is very fcurrilous where he ufes 
the Word MERCENARY ; very i/l-bred, where he 
ufes the Term of a Sett of invaluable oues ; and 
very igmoravt, where he fays they very improperly 
intermeddle in an Affair which is no Way their Bu- 
finefs. — In fhort, Mr. Meanwell MEANS very ILL, 
and, with Concern I {peak it, while Leonora neg- 
lects the fincere Counfel of an impartial Prompter, 
to liften to the artful Infinuations of thofe only who 
prompt her Paflions for their own Ends, [| fear, with 
him, better Reafons will be ineftectual to’ make her 
alter her Conduct towards Torrifmond. 


P 


Since the Writing of this Paper, the Prompter 
has received two Letters; one from Jeremiah 
Downright of Dunftable 5 and the other from 
a Lady who figns berfelf Prudentia; to which 
Name fhe has as much Right, as my Friend Mr. 
Meanwell has to bis. My Dunftable Friend ovzht 
at leaft tobave difiwifed Prudentia’s Hand ; but 
he is downright Dunftable. 


— 





~~ 


Printed for T. Cooper, at the Globe in Pater nofter Row 
And where the former Numbers may be had. 


taken in. 


: Where Letters to the AUTHOR are 


[ Price Tx0-Pence. ] 





to frop there ; a Kind of Mirth that could not fit 






yey pet oe oe 


‘Se 


3 











& 


wh 
unt 
ma 
wit 
eve 
be | 


oo © & 
~~ 8 w 
— > gm ff 


a 
n 


ac r¢ 
é P 
we @ 


«cc L 
ac kK 
ae¢ o! 
“ce {a 
“6 XY: 
we to 
th 
yo 
Dy 
“PF 
«< 

*¢ nic 
“6 , 
oe 
S bei 
*® the 
** cor 
“é Leg 
“¢ Pre 
«ec fig 
«¢ ner 
a: 

“ Te 
*€ tho 
“* T th 
‘** the 
(% Tay 
“< and 
et hb 
.S* fron 
** feel; 
“© Pati 
S of 3 
** only 
“6 fhew 
** of th 
** Pape 
*« Encc 
** Exp 
~ my | 
ways 
* nakes 
<< ing. ~ 
~ or 4 
** Peace 
“© Malic 
€é If 
“* the P. 


